
Speakers 
 
Arion Cheong is a research scholar in Accounting Information Systems at Rutgers Business 
School.  He has worked in researches and projects that are related to cybersecurity assurance. 
He has a background in economics and received his master’s degree at the University of Texas 
at Austin. He is a big fan of design science research and hoping to introduce newer technology 
into the accounting domain. 
 
Dr Amir Michael is an Associate Professor of Accounting in the Accounting Department at 
Durham University Business School. His research is related to the audit of different types of 
financial and non-financial disclosures and using big data analytics, machine learning and artificial 
intelligence to improve the quality of disclosures and the its assurance process. Dr Michael’s 
recent project is related to the improvement of reporting in the public health service sector and 
providing a variety of tools to improve levels of internal control to predict overspending using 
algorithm and pattern analysis. 
 
Dr Hussein Issa an Assistant Professor in the Accounting Information Systems department, 
Rutgers Business School, Rutgers University. His research focused on the applications of artificial 
intelligence and machine learning to identify and prioritize exceptions (which was the topic of his 
dissertation "Exceptional Exceptions"). In these projects, Hussein developed various statistical 
and machine learning models to address business problems, such as fraud detection, outlier 
identification, pattern recognition, operational efficiency, customer profiling, continuous control 
monitoring of procurement systems, among others. 
 
Dr Kevin Moffitt is an Associate Professor of Accounting Information Systems at the Rutgers 
Business School. He focuses his research on problems that can be answered by analyzing textual 
content. Among the textual data sources he has analyzed are transcripts of earnings conference 
calls, annual reports, journal article abstracts, criminal interviews, COBOL source code, municipal 
CAFRs, press releases, comment letters, and 911 calls. He designed and taught the first Ph.D. 
seminar on text analytics for Accounting majors and he has published his work in several 
reputable journals. 
 
Professor Laurence Ferry is Professor in Accounting at Durham University Business School 
and Adviser at the UK Parliament. He earned his PhD from the Warwick Business School and is 
a qualified chartered accountant. His research, teaching and consulting covers accounting and 
accountability with a specific focus on the public sector where he is a recognized international 
expert in public financial management. Professor Ferry is known for his research regarding 
‘accounting for democracy’. 
 
Professor Lei Lei is the Dean of Rutgers Business School. She received her Ph.D. in Industrial 
Engineering from the University of Wisconsin (Madison) with a minor in Computer Sciences. She 
has served as the dissertation advisor for many Ph.D. students, co-guest editor for Annals of 
Operations Research, associate editor of IIE Transactions, and Naval Research Logistics. She 
was a member of the review board of Journal of Supply Chain Management and the review panel 
of the National Science Foundation. Her research expertise includes supply chain network design 
and optimization, operations planning, scheduling and process recovery after disruptions, 
demand-supply planning, and resource allocation optimization. 
 
 



Professor Miklos Vasarhelyi is the KPMG Distinguished Professor of Accounting at Rutgers 
University. He is the director of the Continuous Auditing and Reporting Lab (CAR Lab), and the 
coordinator of the AIS PhD Program at Rutgers Business School. Prof. Miklos has chaired 
numerous PhD dissertations and has published in top Accounting journals. He also serves on the 
ASEC Committee of the AICPA. 
 
Professor Susan Hart is the Executive Dean of the Durham University Business School. 
Professor Hart is a recognised expert in product innovation and marketing management, an 
experienced business school leader and an established adviser to a range of international 
accreditation bodies and professional associations. She is a member of the Board of Directors of 
AACSB, the European Advisory Committee and Accreditation Panel for AACSB, as well as the 
Executive Committee of the Academy of Marketing. 
 
Xinxin Wang is a research scholar in the Accounting Information Systems department at 
Rutgers Business School. Her research interest in Government Accounting and emerging 
technologies. She received her Master of Public Administration degree from Rutgers with the 
involvement of Phi Alpha Alpha Honor Society. Her research also includes some work with NPO 
financial management, especially based on the IRS form 990 database. She is the project 
manager of Rutgers Accounting Digital library 


